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  The Thrifty King’s superior insulation makes addi-
tional heat unnecessary in most cases*.  The Thrifty King 
is the most energy efficient fountain on the market.  Com-
monly used for cattle, the Thrifty King units are also ideal 
for calves.   
 Unlike other covered automatic waterers that fea-
ture round insulated closures, Ritchie Thrifty Kings fea-
ture closures that are elliptical 
shaped.  This design requires 
only 1/2 pound of pressure to 
tip, allowing easy access to the 
water.  Since the closure is ellip-
tical, once released, the closure 
will not bounce back to its origi-
nal location, potentially spook-
ing the cattle. In the larger capacity units such as the CT4 
and CT6, the elliptical shape will not create extra pressure 
on the unused closures which could make it difficult for 
multiple head to drink at the same time.   
 In winter, the Thrifty King closures should always 
sit at least 1/2—1 inch below the rim to allow remaining 
water to run back into the trough and not pool around the 
edges.  To adjust the water level, simply lower the float.  
This can be done by simply loosening the wing nut or 
thumbscrew and then retightening once your desired water 
level is achieved. 

Float for the CT1-2000 Float for the CT2, CT4 and CT6 

THRIFTY KING CT UNITS 
CALF USAGE 

Requirements for energy free usage with the Thrifty King  
*There must be at least 10 animals that have the Thrifty King foun-
tain as their only source of water. 
*There must be a good seal against wind between the concrete plat-
form and base of the unit. 
*The water seal grooves between the base and top of the unit and 
between the top of the unit and the valve cover must be filled with 
liquid. 
*The supply water temperature must be at least 42 degrees F.  (This 
may be an issue for rural or municipal water supplies.) 
*Ritchie Thermal Tubes recommended 

Questions?  Please feel free to contact 
Ritchie Industries 

800-747-0222 7:30-4:00 CST 
Email: info@ritchiefount.com or equineinfo@ritchiefount.com 

 
Instruction manuals, an installation video and product information, available at www.ritchiefount.com 

 


